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Despite his other achievements, Owen is best famed for his writings. These cover the range of

doctrinal, ecclesiastical and practical subjects. They are characterized by profundity, thoroughness

and, consequently, authority. Andrew Thomson said that Owen makes you feel when he has

reached the end of his subject, that he has also exhausted it. Although many of his works were

called forth by the particular needs of his own day they all have a uniform quality of timelessness.

Owen's works were republished in full in the nineteenth century. Owen is surely the Prince of the

Puritans. 'To master his works', says Spurgeon, 'is to be a profound theologian.'
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This book has significantly changed how I read the Bible and, to be quite honest, how I experience

God. I don't think this work was the sole cause of it but I think the theology contained within made

significant changes in me. The Lord used the writings of this dead man from the 16th century to give

me a vision of reading the Scriptures with 2 things in mind: everything is about knowing and

enjoying the glory of Jesus Christ and seeing and beholding his beauty. As difficult as Owen is to

read, it is so worth your time to try. I didn't get everything out of it the first time but I was able to get

enough to get shell-shocked.This particular section of Volume 1 that I reference here begins with a

quote of John 17:24. Jesus, praying to the Father for us, says:"Father, I desire that they also, whom

you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because

you loved me before the foundation of the world."If you want to begin to better enjoy seeing the



beauty and glory of Jesus Christ and to enjoy it, then I would strongly recommend that you use this

work to help you study the Scriptures. Consider the things that he says. Owen doesn't pull his

theology out of midair. He is certainly drawing it from the Bible itself and, if anything, he showed me

that I was mostly reading the Bible wrongly. This work has helped open up the Bible in a whole new

way for me and I have never been the same. I am currently rereading this magnificent work and am

continually being reminded of the greatness of Jesus. My spiritual taste buds have been awakened

to something that no religious substitute can satisfy: seeing and enjoying the beauty of Jesus Christ.

That is what we are here for.
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